TEACHERS OF GUZARAT

8.   MlRABAI1

OF all India's teachers there is none with a more
romantic history than Mirabai. Her doings have
been sung by Mahipati, She has found a place in
Tod's Rajasthan ; and selections from her works are
to be found in every collection of Indian poems.
Beautiful and accomplished, highly bora and daring,
she was one of the few who having great posses-
sions are yet willing to give them up for their faith.
Mahipati describes Mirabai as a daughter of Udai-
pur. Colonel Tod more correctly speaks of her as
a princess of Jodhpur but as the queen of Kumbho
Rana, who succeeded to the throne of Udaipur in
A.D. 1491. According to Mr. Mehta, who follows
Deviprasad and Kavi Samaldas, she was the
daughter of Ratansingh and the grand-daughter of
Dudaji Rana of Jodhpur. According to Mr. Mehta
she was born about A.D. 1499. According to Mr.
' Jhaveri she was born in A.D. 1403. She lost her
mother when a child ; and thereafter she was in the
care of her grandfather Rana Dudaji, who was an
ardent devotee of the Lord Krishna. One day
Mirabai watched a marriage procession go by the
palace at Jodhpur. She got childishly excited and
plied her grandfather with questions about her own
marriage and her future husband. At last the Rana,

lMirabai, a Guzarati work, by W. B. B. N. Mehta (M. C. Kathari,
Baroda).